	ACI Meeting Minutes 

	Minutes
	March 17, 2009
	9am-11PM
	

	

	Facilitator
	Trevor Newby 

	Attendees
	Cindy Maison, Lande Lambert, Jack Miller, Ivie Smart, Trevor Newby, Robert Graff, Ingrid Bolen, Joe Pollard, Debbie LaFond, Carl Brown, Sandy Cox, Conrad Colby, Kera Goold, Lindsay Byars, Linda Harder, and Nancy Rush 

	Thanks to all who could make it on the call and for being flexible concerning the change in the meeting format. 

	Agenda topics

	ASthma Quick Guide 
	Ingrid bolen  
	

	Discussion
	Due to the amount of reference guides concerning asthma that are written on a higher level of reading, Ingrid Bolen (marketing strategist for the Bureau of Community of Environmental Health) took it upon herself to create a user friendly asthma guide.  
The guide is intended for children who have been diagnosed with asthma, but can also be used by adults.  It will be distributed through the health districts and doctors offices upon completion.  Additional copies will be housed with the state asthma program and an electronic version will be placed on the ACI website.
The guide will feature pictures using real people accompanied with narrative concerning many aspects related to asthma.  These aspects include, but are not limited to the following:  
· How to use asthma medication 

· What an asthma attack looks like 

· Signs of trouble related to asthma
· Asthma triggers 

· Asthma Basics (101)
Ingrid intends on having a completed copy of the guide for review in the near future. 



	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	A draft of the guide will be available for review by the next ACI meeting to be held on June 16, 2009. 
	Ingrid Bolen 
	June 16, 2009

	

	Data Update    
	Joe Pollard 
	

	Discussion
	Joe gave an update of the asthma data to be included in the soon to be released asthma burden report.  The entire report will be made into a hard copy for distribution and will also be placed on the ACI webpage.  A portion of the data is listed below and is data compiled from BRFSS: 
· The prevalence of adults who have ever been told they have asthma during their lifetime as reported in 2007 is 13%

· The prevalence of adults who have been told they currently have asthma as reported in 2007 is 9%

· More females reported having asthma than males

· Native Americans are significantly more likely to have asthma 

· Individuals of low socioeconomic situations are more likely to have asthma 

· 19% of high school students are reported to have asthma throughout the state  

· 10% of children are reported to have asthma throughout the state 

Again, these are just a few of the numbers Joe reported and even more will be reported in the burden report.  We hope to have the burden report ready for print by the next ACI meeting.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	

	Joe to have the burden report ready for print by the next ACI meeting
	Joe Pollard  
	June, 16, 2009

	Letters of Support
	Ivie Smart and Trevor NEwby 
	

	Discussion
	The current CDC asthma grant is coming to a close and the time has come to apply for a new grant.  We have been given the criteria for the grant and are in the process of writing it in confidence that we will be awarded the CDC asthma grant for another five years.  

Along with all of the information needed related to state program, the grant also requires that partners of the Idaho Asthma Prevention and Control Program (IAPCP) write letters of support on behalf of IAPCP.  There are two types of letters that need to be written.

One:  Signed letters from partners who are willing to indicate “their approval of and commitment to implementing the State Asthma Plan”.  This should be persons that represent a coalition or organization such as Lande Lambert of the ACI, Cindy Maison of Blue Cross, and Kristin Matthews of the American Lung Association.    

Two:  The second letter can be written by a wide variety of partners who have worked with and support the State Asthma Program.  This can be Health Districts or anyone else who has collaborated or is currently working with IAPCP concerning specific activities, interventions, or other tasks.  Letters should explain how you have worked with IAPCP specifically and how you intend to work with IAPCP in the future.  

These letters should be written, signed and sent to Trevor or Ivie no later than the end of April.  An example of each letter will be sent using the ACI mailing list.  We thank you for your assistance in this matter.

 

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Ivie to send example letters ASAP.  All letters due by end of April  
	ALL  
	End of April

	

	

	Reimbursement Update 
	Dr. Conrad Colby
	

	Discussion
	Dr. Colby recently was in Washington D.C. and shared information in regards to reimbursement concerning Respiratory Therapists that could lead to other reimbursement opportunities for other health educators (certified asthma educators) in the future.  Senate bill 343 introduces the idea that Respiratory therapists could work under general supervision rather than direct supervision in regards to reimbursement.  There are no known chances of reimbursement specific to asthma education as of yet, but this is a step in the right direction.


	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	No action items reported 
	N/A
	N/A

	PROGRAM UPDATE
	TREVOR NEWBY

	Discussion
	The American Lung Association’s (ALA) Open Airways for Schools (OAS): This program is still in the beginning stages of implementation and seems to be making headway as a number of schools have recently joined.  Lindsay Byars of Central Health District reported that there was much interest in Meridian and we anticipate the rest of the state will also become interested as word of the program spreads.  If you are interested in implementing the program in your area, contact your local Health District Asthma Coordinator, Kera Goold of the ALA or Trevor Newby of the State Asthma Program.   

The Coach’s Asthma Clipboard: This program is picking up steam as the word gets out.  There are currently coaches in three health districts that have gone through the program and more will come as health district coordinators continue to promote the program throughout the state.  If you are interested in the program, please contact your local health District Asthma Coordinator or Trevor Newby of the State Asthma Program.   

The burden report still has not been published.  IAPCP staff is working with its surveillance team (Joe Pollard) and epidemiologist (Dr. Graff) to finish the report.  Upon its completion, this report will then be disseminated to partners and placed on the asthma webpage by April 2009.
The Asthma Action Plan:  Currently IAPCP staff is in the process of reviewing a number of Asthma Action Plans.  The plans offer paper and electronic versions and also are in accordance with the new NHLBI guidelines.  

More research needs to go into determining if the electronic versions of the Asthma Action Plans in consideration are compatible with computer systems used in hospitals throughout the state and when we could have access to either plan, as one of them is still under review for finalization. 

Asthma Slide Rule:   The slide rule is complete and has been printed.  IAPCP will have 700 copies of the slide rule to distribute to health districts and schools throughout Idaho.  DEQ will receive 300 copies to distribute to Boise Schools interested in the program.  They will also distribute slide rules to DEQ satellite offices throughout the state to be stored until requested.  Distribution will begin as soon as an evaluation tool has been created and a letter is written explaining its intent and how to use it.  

Asthma health district coordinators will train schools on how to properly use the slide rule and follow up with them to ensure that they are using the tool.  They will also identify any barriers that prohibit schools from using the slide rule at all or effectively.  

 

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Slide Rule to be implemented by next meeting 
	Trevor Newby
	Before next ACI meeting

	REORGANIZATION
	ALL

	Discussion
	In the next meeting we plan on discussing a variety of topics that have been pending for a while.  Some of the topics include:

· Updating the bylaws
· Creating a template for asthma education events 

· Asthma education for reimbursement 

· Reforming our subcommittees 

These are some of the issues that will be discussed in the next meeting and we would ask all who can attend to attend as organization of the subcommittees, updating the bylaws and discussing topics on our subcommittees will require support from many members.  

	FINAL COMMENTS 
	TREOVR NEWBY

	Again, we thank you for your attendance at the meeting.  We would also like to thank Dr. Colby, Joe Pollard, Ingrid Bolen and everyone who added input.  
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting scheduled for June 16, 2009


